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PRINCIPLES 


The Women’s Internaitonal League 
for Peace and Freedom was founded 
in 1915 in the midst of the First World 
War. Jane Addams became its first 
international president and held this 
office until her death. Throughout its 
history the League has maintained a 
policy and a program consistent with 
the ideas of its founder. As an inter- 
national organization, it aims to work 
by non-violent means for the establish- 
ment of those political, economic, and 
psychological conditions both at home 
and abroad which can assure peace and 
freedom. 

PEACE: The peace for which we 
work is much more than absence of war 
or maintenance of order through dom- 
inance of force. It is a positive prin- 
ciple in human relations and can be 
found only where there is free coopera- 
tion for the common good. 

FREEDOM: Liberty of the human 
spirit is a basic value. Although free- 
dom must be exercised with responsi- 
bility, and individuals in society must 
accept much control in the common 
interests, nevertheless they must have 
the right to contribute to decisions and 
to express differing opinions through 
free democratic processes. Contrary to 
this freedom are all forms of dictator- 
ship, all imperialisms, all suppressions 
of civil liberties, and discrimination 
based on race, class, sex, or opinion. 

Peace and Freedom are impossible 
without justice. The present disintegra- 
tion of our culture is a demonstration 
of the deep-seated injustices in our 
economic and political structures. The 
only answer to the threat of totalitar- 
ianism is the development of a demo- 
cratic social order in which the dynamic 
forces of scientific discovery and eco- 


nomic change can be utilized to enrich 
the life of all members of the human 
family. It is to the difficult task of 
furthering this ideal that the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom directs its efforts. 


POLICIES 


The WILPF, U. S. Section, believes 
in the cooperation of all groups and 
nations in establishing just law and 
social well-being as a foundation for 
international and domestic peace. We 
believe that the most effective means 
by which free people may maintain free 
institutions lie in a positive program 
which will safeguard human rights, 
enrich human living, and utilize mate- 
rial resources for peace. We believe 
that the present drive toward war must 
be checked, and that our domestic and 
foreign policy be definitely oriented 
toward achieving and _ maintaining 
peace. A nation cannot pursue such a 
program while it prepares for war. 

The lack of a consistent philosophy 
and purpose acting as a unifying force 
leads our Government into emergency 
situations where quick decisions carry 
us away from our long-run goal. The 
integration of day-to-day actions into a 
permanent, constructive program, with 
the latter controlling the former, holds 
the only hope for international security 
and domestic peace. We recognize that 
there can be no separation between for- 
eign and domestic policies, since every 
decision concerning foreign policy has 
profound effects on the domestic econ- 
omy, and every domestic problem has 
repercussions throughout the world. 

A constructive long-run program has 
many ramifications. It must be flexible 
enough to meet changing conditions. 


but it must be firmly built on the prin- 


ciple that government exists for the sake 
of the individual citizens and that the 
final control of policy should rest in 
their hands. Only the establishment of 
law based on moral principles and a 
positive program of democracy and jus- 
tice can be effective against totalitarian 
or imperialistic power, wherever and 
whenever it manifests itself. 


INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 
Foreign Policy 


Our whole society is becoming perme- 
ated with fears, frustrations and compro- 
mise as the shadow of anticipated war 
darkens our life. 

Those officials responsible for inform- 
ing and guiding our nation seem to be 
acting on the basis of fear of war and 
of confidence in military methods for 
meeting its threats. Results disastrous 
to our deepest purposes and finest goals 
follow. 

The hysteria generated in our people 
runs wild in infringements on legal pro- 
cedures, civil liberties, and personal 
dignity long basic to our way of life. 
At the same time, a more restrained 
hysteria serves the purpose of securing 
enactment of laws and support of poli- 
cies which prepare for war. 

This preparation for war comes to 
dominate American foreign policy, and 
prostitutes to its ends the democratic 
principles we hold dear. As a nation, 
we fear to uphold subject peoples in 
their struggles against domination and 
discrimination because our sights are 
focused upon securing allies for the 
coming war; we are unable to extend 
adequate economic aid to disrupted 
and underdeveloped areas because the 
financial requirements of the military 
program are so exacting; we cannot give 
consistent and creative support to the 
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United Nations as an international or- 
ganization because we never relax for a 
moment our opposition to the Soviet 
Union, in terms of which we must line 
up our friends and satellites. 

Within our own boundaries, our re- 
sources are increasingly devoted to the 
barren and ‘unpromising military ma- 
chine, and thus stultify our welfare pro- 
grams and objectives. 

The devastating outcome of this grow- 
ing obsession with fear and war is a 
weariness with the obligation to dis- 
cover new methods and solutions, a 
drying-up of creative imagination, a sur- 
render to compromise of principle for 
expediency, an acceptance of the inevit- 
ability of war. 

To break the domination of this fear, 
to become the masters of our decisions 
rather than their slaves, requires cour- 
ageous reversal of our whole orientation 
in world affairs. 


United Nations 


Throughout the thirty-five years of its 
existence, the League has stood for a 
strong international organization, func- 
tioning democratically within the frame- 
work of law, as essential to lasting 
peace. We believe that the United Na- 
tions represents the first stage of such 
an organization and as such we give it 
our full support. The present weakness 
and inadequacy of the United Nations 
is due in large part to the climate of 
fear and distrust within which the mem- 
ber states struggle for their national 
objectives. The urgent task of today is 
to create the climate in which the states 
will cooperate to strengthen internation- 
al organization, and as rapidly as pos- 
sible transform the United Nations into 
a world government. 

The League supports universality of 
membership and recommends the use 
of UN machinery by all member states. 
which means in practice putting finan- 
cial aid, personnel, etc., through UN 
organs and all economic assistance 
through Economic Commissions. 


Disarmament 

The League calls attention to the 
declarations in the Charter of the United 
Nations. the United Nations Disarma- 
ment Resolutions. and the official state- 
m nts of responsible representatives of 
the United States Government in support 
of regulation and reduction of arma- 
ments and control of atomic energy. 

In spite of the absolute necessity and 
urgency of moving toward universal 


disarmament, the nations have made the 
mistake of fearing disarmament more 
than militarism. We call upon our 
government to give leadership and full 
support to renewed, persistent efforts 
within the United Nations to achieve 
the necessary minimum of agreement 
for control not only of atomic energy. 
but also of conventional arms, and for 
the prohibition of all forms of mass 
destruction. 


European Union 


and Arms Aid 


The League has long supported inter- 
national cooperation on both a regional 
and world basis, but has maintained 
that regional unions should be struc- 
tures for economic and political cooper- 
ation and not military alliances. They 
should grow from within and not be 
imposed from without so that their 
character would represent the views 
and trends of their constituent parts. 
Furthermore, we regret in principle a 
policy that puts pressure on European 
countries to rearm, and that contem- 
plates a military solution of internation- 
al difficulties. We therefore oppose the 
direction being given to European 
union by the North Atlantic Pact. 

We believe that the mutual defense 
and arms aid programs interfere with 
the constructive work for European re- 
covery and delay, if they do not prevent 
entirely, the coming of the day when 
Europe will be back on its feet. Ade- 
quate reconstruction and rearmament 
cannot exist. Judging by past experi- 
ence, when the choice has to be made 
between allocating strategic materials to 
the necessities of daily life or to the 
needs of a military alliance. the latter 
stands to gain at the expense of the 
former. 


Inter-American Cooperation 

The League urges upon the govern- 
ment of the United States continued 
growth in cooperative sharing of re- 
sponsibility for regional problems of the 
Western Hemisphere, political, econom- 
ic and social. Such regional action 
should be kept in harmony with the 
procedures and decisions of the United 
Nations and should replace interference 
by any nation in the internal affairs of 
any other nation. 

The League urges cooperation of the 
United States with Latin American gov- 
ernments in developing concrete plans 
for raising living standards and strength- 
ening responsible labor movements. It 
specifically opposes the sale of war 
equipment by the United States to Latin 
American countries as this policy tends 
to increase military rivalries. 


Polar Regions and Waterways 

With the purpose of putting under 
international control those parts of the 
world which are immediate or potential 
sources of rivalry and aggression, the 
League advocates the internationaliza- 
tion under the United Nations of the 
Polar Regions and of the main water- 
ways of the globe. This would produce 
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the additional effects of increasing the 
prestige of the United Nations and giv- 
ing it the occasion for building up a 
civilian maritime police force. 


Colonialism and Trusteeship 
The League has always stood for self- 
determination of peoples. The prin- 
ciples and organs of the United Nations 
which are designed to advance non-self- 
governing territories consistently toward 
independence have not been faithfully 
supported by the member nations . The 
best tests of devotion to democracy lie 
in these issues which concern the rights 
of weak or subject peoples against the 
interests of strong or colonial powers. 
We urge that in all such conflicts our 
government give full support not to the 
Colonial Power but to the subject peo- 
ples striving for independence and 
equality of treatment. We further urge 
that our Government act in accordance 
with the same principles in our national 
policy toward dependent territories. 


International Economic 


Development 

Recognizing that the low economic 
status of vast areas of the world results 
in human sufferings as well as in serious 
international problems, and_ believing 
in the use of the wealth of the world 
for the welfare of its people, we sup- 
port an international economic assist- 
ance program courageous in magnitude. 

Since any investment by a great pow- 
er will certainly be feared as imperial- 
istic, and since the welfare of the people 
must be protected from economic ex- 
ploitation. only a program carried on 
under the supervision of the United 
Nations can furnish the safeguards and 
inspire the confidence essential to 
achieve the democratic and peaceful 
development we desire. 

We believe that economic crises and 
despair drive people to the desperate 
remedies offered by totalitarian dema- 
gogues; but economic welfare is the soil 
in which peace and democracy can grow. 


Refugees 

The League believes in the principle 
of the free movement of people. We 
vigorously oppose transfers of people 
without their consent. We deplore the 
conditions of millions of people in 
Europe and Asia who have been torn 
from their homes by the war, or who 
had to flee because of political oppres- 
sion, many of whom lack the material 
or legal requisites of migration and free 
settlement. We protest vigorously 
against slave labor. whether of prison- 
ers of war not yet repatriated, or of 
political detenues. It is the responsibil- 
ity of individual countries, as well as of 
the United Nations, to see to it that these 
violations of human rights are ended. 

The United States should immedi- 
ately. after an already inexcusable long 
delay, admit our share of displaced 
persons. Our State Department should 
revise the practices of its Visa Division 
to accord with the United States’ avow- 
ed belief in freedom. 


DOMESTIC POLICIES 


Economic and Social Welfare 

The League reiterates its conviction 
that government exists for the sake of 
the citizen. The first concern of gov- 
ernment is, therefore, to obtain and 
maintain the conditions which allow the 
maximum development of its citizens. 

Wherever private initiative and indi- 
vidual concern have failed to provide 
the essential facilities for health, hous- 
ing, education, employment, and social 
insurance for all citizens, the League 
believes it is the province of government 
to make available through proper legis- 
lative process, these requisite conditions 
for the maintenance of human dignity. 
Such legislation should include carefully 
drawn safeguards to insure democratic 
controls. and should use existing insti- 
tutions as far as possible. 

The League believes that in peace as 
in war the government should require 
that there be maintained whatever ma- 
chinery is needed to insure sufficient 
production to meet our domestic needs 
and the requirements of foreign trade. 
Tt should encourage wide distribution 
of purchasing power through mainte- 
nance of standards of wages and should 
act to prevent control of production or 
of prices by monopoly. A far-sighted 
conservation policy should be adopted 
to protect natural resources such as soil, 
forests, water, minerals. and oil. 


Labor Policy 

The League believes that a vigorous 
and democratic labor movement is the 
only safeguard for the rights of labor, 
and we believe that such a movement 
has a permanent and valuable role to 
play in our economy. We deplore inter- 
ference with the nation’s economic life 
through strikes, but nevertheless recog- 
nize that strikes are often labor’s only 
effective means of redressing grievances 
and attaining desirable economic secur- 
ity. We believe that peace in labor- 
management relations can best be at- 
tained by encouraging the growth on 
hoth sides of a sense of responsibility 
for the public good. The policy of both 
management and labor should be based 
on the desire to conduct the enterprise 
with efficiency and a just regard for 
community needs. 


Freedom of Thought 
and Speech 


The guarantee of freedom of thought 
and speech is necessary to a democratic 
society. The League condemns the in- 
creasing interference with freedom of 
opinion by the use of loyalty tests. 

Such measures, while purporting to 
protect democracy, are themselves sub- 
versive. since they undermine the basic 
principle of democracy—faith in the 
ability of the individual to think for 
himself. 

They obscure the clear distinction 
that should be maintained between 
thought and action. No person should 


be tried or condemned because of 
opinion, or because of association with 
others holding unpopular opinions. 
While it is frequently difficult to dis- 
tinguish between an idea and an incite- 
ment to action, failure to make this 
distinction leads to a situation in which 
men are afraid of critical thinking. 

‘The climate of unthinking conformity 
induced by such measures endangers 
future progress. In all fields, greater 
knowledge can be obtained only if there 
is the possibility of criticizing estab- 
lished ideas and of examining all pos- 
sible alternatives. 

‘The machinery necessary to admin- 
ister such measures tends toward the 
creation oi a police state in which criti- 
cal, courageous, and far-sighted citizens 
are sometimes put at the mercy of ig- 
norant and unscrupulous spies and in- 
formers. 

Whatever the dangers may be from 
fifth columns, the greater danger lies 
in our lack of vigorous faith in our own 
democratic institutions. The best de- 
fense of freedom is the practice of 
freedom. 


Freedom of Communications 


The League condemns all government 
censorship of the news which interieres 
with free interchange of opinion and 
full access to reliable information. But 
the League also recognizes that the ab- 
sence of governmental control does not 
insure the needed freedom of communi- 
cations. 

To the extent to which the movies, 
press and radio are in large part in the 
control of special interest groups and 
are not available for the free and full 
expression of responsible opinion, there 
cannot be the free discussion and full 
information on which democratic policy 
depend. We further deplore the con- 
trols exerted by those groups within 
local communities or areas which seek 
to limit release of material which they 
consider contrary to their circumscribed 
views and opinions. 


FOUR LIGHTS brings to all members 
and interested subscribers news of the 
activities of the WILPF. It delineates 
the area in which work for peace is 
possible and places special emphasis 
on the creative means to that end. 


Please send Four LicutTs to: 


Enclosed is my check for $......... : 


(75c per subscription) 


Make checks payable to 
The Women’s International League 


e e e e 

Removal of Discrimination 

The League believes that segregation 
in its various forms is wrong and breeds 
discrimination. The League urges ef- 
fective action to eliminate from all 
phases of our national life every dis- 
crimination based on race, sex, religion 
and political or national background. 
This necessitates creating a social cli- 
mate in which discrimination cannot 
flourish, as well as opposing infringe- 
ment on civil rights. We urge the re- 
moval of all barriers to the free and 
equal exercise of the franchise, such as 
poll tax; a free and equal opportunity 
{or education and employment without 
regard to race, class, religion, or poli- 
tics; a general amnesty for violators of 
Selective Service on grounds of con- 
science and the restoration of their civil 
rights; and the extension of citizenship 
witliout discrimination as to race, re- 
ligion, nationality, or political opinion; 
the maintenance of civil rights of natur- 
alized as well as native-born citizens. 


Literature Suggestions For 
35th Anniversary Year Use 


The Literature Committee urges that 
every Branch and individual concerned 
about reaffirming belief in the Principies 
and Policies of the WILPF and anxious 
to introduce our ideals to others, make 
extensive use of the Literature developed 
for that purpose. We suggest that you 
order immediately literature for use to 
supplement your program. Additional 
literature will be created from time to 
time—and you will receive other lists 
to supplement this one. 

ParTIAL List oF W.I.L.P.F. LITERATURE 

The Pursuit of Peace. A moving 
statement by Emily Greene Balch on the 
occasion of the 35th Anniversary of 
WILPF. For Branch and outside use. 
2c each. 75 for $1.00. 

Disarmament: A Positive Alternative. 
A comprehensive pamphlet concerning 
the various phases of disarmament 
which presents a study of the proposals 
made by several countries concerning 
disarmament and atomic energy control. 
Includes a suggested three point pro- 
gram with positive approach. 2 for 10c. 
50 for $1.00. 

Disarmament for Economic Security. 
A discussion of the economic reasons 
for disarmament. A convincing presen- 
tation of the necessity for disarmament 
if we are to be economically and socially 
secure. 5c each. 50 for $1.00. 

Disarmament and Atomic Energy 
Control Reading List. Comprehensive 
reading list for study and discussion of 
disarmament and related problems. 
Mimeographed. Free. 

Disarmament Packets. For your con- 
venience we have prepared disarmament 
packets containing a collection of ma- 
terial on this momentous issue. Packet 
No. 1 is available for 25c and contains: 
Disarmament, A Positive Alternative; 


Disarmament for Economic Security; 
Comprehensive Reading List; Arms 
Race v. Control, by Chester I. Barnard 
(reprint) ; UN v. Mass Destruction, by 
Trygve Lie (reprini). Packet No. 2 is 
available for 60c and contains: all of 
the items in Packet No. 1; The United 
States and The Soviet Union (the wide- 
ly publicizei and accepted “Quaker 
Proposals for Peace”); Study Outline 
to accompany Quaker Proposals. The 
last two items may be ordered separately 
for and L5c respectively. 

Calling Ali Women. Attractive folder 
for prospective members. Briefly pre- 
sents WIL aims and programs. Mem- 
bership blank included. 2 for 5c. 

A Messag: to the Eighty-first Con- 
gress. Statement of WIL position on 
various legis!ative issues submitted by 
the Policy Committee to the 85th Con- 
gress, 2nd Session. 2c each. 3 for 5c. 

Ten Facts Concerning the Women’s 
International League. A brief listing 
of significant statements concerning the 
WILPF. Particularly useful for pub- 
licity work and forf use in supporting 
WIL position. Mimeographed. Free. 

Peace Symbols, by Zonia Baber. 
pictorial presentation, with historical 
sketches, of 40 peace monuments 
throughout the world—symbolizing the 
people’s quest for peace. Excellent pro- 
gram material ffor peace education. 
$1.00 a copy. 

For Fun and Funds. Folder of ideas 
for Branch money-making projects. 
Each project is humorously illustrated. 
Mimeographed. 5c to cover postage. 

For additional information concern- 
ing other literature and ffor direct 
orders, 

NATIONAL LITERATURE COMMITTEE 

Women’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 

2006 Welnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


Double Dilemma 


A poignant question was asked facetiously 
in a recent cartoon by Britain’s Low: “What 
I don’t understand is how much money do 
we have to spend to defend a nation out of 
what we need to keep it worth defending?” 

An article, The Predicament of the Toler- 
ant, in the July Harpers poses another search- 
ing question: “If the tolerant tolerated the 
intolerant, the latter would put an end to 
tolerance; if they suppressed the intolerant, 
they themselves put an end to tolerance.” 

Both questions present in sharp focus the 
dilemma which is the companion of all free 
societies. Is there wisdom and courage 
enough to solve these riddles? 


Publicity 


“Members with special abilities and 
valuable contacts—let us hear from you, 
please. We need magazine articles. We 
need good script writers. We need 
original ideas. Can you help? If so, 
get in touch with 

Mrs. LestER NEUMAN 
2815 Brandywine Street 
Washington 8, D. C. 
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